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Acc   h  U.S.
E  P  A  (EPA), 

 f  f  w  :
“any wastes that may contain infectious 
agents of sufficient virulence and quantity 
that present a risk or potential risk to 
the health of humans, other animals, or 
plants, either directly through infectious 
or indirectly through disruption to the 
environment.”

I  p , w      
“ f  w ” f   
w   “  w ”  w   

 f     f  
   p  f    

w  .   

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  5 4

Infection Potential

A        
  w  (I f , 

, p , ) 
      

w      p p  
p       

,     f  
f  p  p    

 p  f  . 
W   f    k f 

f     p  f  
p p .

Historical Perspective:
No Regulation
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Public Awareness
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L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E SL E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S

After reading this article, you should be able to:

•  • Identify the biohazardous waste

    generated by a dental facility.

•  • Understand the importance of proper

      placement of sharps containers.

•  • Be able to select appropriate

    biohazard waste containers.

•  • Understand the complexity of proper

    biohazard waste handling,

    transportation, and disposal.
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Arizona Regulations
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U  CHAPTER 13. DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY SOLID 
WASTE MANAGEMENT, ARTICLE 14. 
BIOHAZARDOUS MEDICAL WASTE 
AND DISCARDED DRUGS, R18-13-
1401  f :
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 ADEQ,   “discarded products and 
material containing free-flowing blood or 
free-flowing blood components.”
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M  p   f   ADEQ  
“discarded sharps used in animal or human 
patient care, medical research, or clinical 
laboratories. This includes hypodermic 
needles; syringes; pipettes, scalpel blades; 
blood vials; needles attached to tubing; 
broken and unbroken glassware; and slides 
and coverslips.”
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Sharps Containers
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Waste Disposal
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Regulations for Generators
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Choosing a Waste System
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High standards of

professional practice

protect the patient,

the employee,

and the practitioner.
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T o  o b t a i n  C E  C r e d i t

For a score of at least 70% (seven out 
of ten) you will be issued one hour of 
CE credit through the Arizona Dental 

Association (AzDA). There is a $20.00 
processing fee for each test submitted. 
A portion of the proceeds will go to the 
Arizona Dental Foundation. Incomplete 

tests will not be processed. All tests 
will be handled confi dentially. AzDA is 
a Continuing Education Recognition 
Program (CERP) provider conducted 
under the auspices of the American 

Dental Association.

C o m p l e t e  t h e  q u i z
o n l i n e  a t  A z D A . o r g / C E
All major credit cards accepted

With online completion, you receive

CE certificate electronically

O R :
Mail with $20.00 check

(do not send cash)
payable to

Arizona Dental Foundation
to ADF CE Quiz

3193 N. Drinkwater Blvd.
Scottsdale AZ 85251

O R :
Fax (credit card only)

to (480) 344-1442

Q u e s t i o n s ?
Call (480) 344-5777 or (800) 866-2732
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